
MINUTES- Murrindindi Environment Advisory Committee                      File:  58/03/16 

Date 9th April Time 1:30pm Location Saleyards, Yea.  

Attendance: 

David Wakefield, Steve Meacher, Robert Chaffe, Roger Cook, 
Judy Watts, John Coyne, Michael Chesworth (General Manager 
of Sustainability MSC), Cr. John Kennedy, Sue McNair, Zoe 
Stephens 

Apologies: 
Nigel Waterhouse, Ann Jelinek, 
Rita Seethaler, Cr. Cris Ruhr 

Item Description of Issue Time Who When 

 
Minutes of Meeting held: 19 February 2013 

Amendments were requested and have subsequently been made. 

Accept minutes-  
Seconded -  

Roger Cook  

1.  Welcome and Update From General Manager 1.30 – 1.40 pm Michael C.  

2.  

Members update. 
 UGLN investigating opportunity to develop a regional project that will 

focus on establishing a bushland crew that are dedicated to managing 
the environmental values of the rail trail through initiatives such as weed 
control and revegetation, signage etc. Partnerships would be 
established with the Rail Trail Committee, Local Government, and 
Landcare Networks. (Judy W). 

 Planned Fuel Reduction Burn (Toolangi Bushland Reserve) (Steve M) 
issues between DSE and Toolangi residents – concerns around 
community consultation and assessment of fire hazard risk.  

 New Approved Survey Standards (Steve M). There are concerns that 
the Standards are not supportive of the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act. 
Key concerns relate to the fact that the recommendations made by the 
Leadbeater’s Possum Recovery (the expert panel convened under the 
Federal Recovery Plan Team) have been ignored. There are also 
concerns around the scientific rigour of the new standards with over 
forty scientific references cited in the draft (proposed) survey standards 
deleted. (Steve M)  

 Firewood collection issue on private and public land – what advice is 
provided by Council departments, is this consistent across each 
department, what are the can and can’t do’s. (John Coyne) 

 Large Old Trees – noticeable stress due to dry summers and warmer 
temperatures. Delicate balance between managing hazardous trees to 
reduce public safety risk vs. retain for habitat value. (Robert C). 

 DSE Team currently surveying Macquarie Perch in King Parrot Creek. 
Environmental volunteers in Strath Creek/Kinglake area are involved. 
(David W). 

 Goulburn Valley Community Energy has received a large scale grant 
under the Federal Government’s Energy Efficiency Program to run a 
program to help improve energy use in low income households. This 
Program may be a good one to lever off when promoting Council’s work 

1.40 – 2.00 pm Zoe S. N/A 
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in energy management (i.e. current energy audits and documentary 
being created under the Sustainability Fund Program). (Robert C.) 

3.  

Draft Weed and Pest Animal Control Plan 
 
Sue presented the draft Plan and discussed with Committee.  

 Sue walked Committee through Plan to explain context and approach. 
Questions to the Committee were raised and a request was asked for each 
member to prepare a response back to us which outlines their concerns or 
feedback on what areas of the draft need revision. 

 Concerns around funding constraints were raised. Best approach would be 
to utilise DPI funds on contractors for works, and run a community 
educational program in parallel with other initiatives e.g. Council’s 
Environmental Communications Strategy.  

 
 

2.00 –3.00 pm  Committee 
members  

23rd of April. 

4.  

Native Vegetation Offsets Policy  
 
Zoe presented a working draft of internal policy and process as a first step towards 
dealing with native vegetation management in-house. Members to discuss and 
provide feedback.  
 

 Concerns expressed around not confusing the policy with procedure and 
process driven statements (should be less around implementation and more 
about statements/commitments of the organisations position on how native 
vegetation will be managed).  

 

3.00-3.30pm 
Committee 
members  

7th of May. 

 
Next Meeting:  11th of June (not 12th), 1.30pm – 3.30pm, Alexandra Main 
Meeting Room. 

   

 The meeting closed at: 3.20pm    
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